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Dear   riends,F
Greetings to all! In this special Holiday 2018 edition 
we have wreaths, swags, floral designs and ideas for 
your holiday decorating. Many of these are reprints 
from our past issues; now together in one holiday 
volume along with some ideas for your enjoyment. 

Winter here in New England is cold and snowy. 
Lights and festive decorations inside and outside 
your home bring a little sparkle to an otherwise frosty 
time. Our gardens are put to bed and we can focus 
our attention on our interior landscape of house-
plants and holiday decor.

It’s a time for family and friends ...so decorate for the 
holidays. 

MaryEllen OBrien,
Editor

Happy  
Holidays
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MaryEllen O’Brien
Editor

Layout & Design

MaryEllen O’Brien

FLOWER SHOW flowers
Copyright © 2018

All rights reserved. No part of this 
publication may be reproduced, 
distributed, or transmitted in any 
form or by any means, including 
photocopying, recording, or other 
electronic or mechanical methods, 
without the prior written permission 
of the magazine editor, except in the 
case of brief quotations embodied 
in critical reviews and certain other 
noncommercial uses permitted by 
copyright law. To request permission 
to reprint an article or photo, please 
email:
memo.obrien@hotmail.com
Subject Line: Permission Request 
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How to Make
That Wreath

Consider the following for your 
holiday decorating:

EVERGREENS
Arborvitae
Balsam
Juniper
Boxwood
Cedar
Cypress
Eucalyptus
Fir
Holly
Magnolia
Pine
Spruce

DECORATION MATERIALS
Artificial foliage
Decorative artificial fruit
Lichen covered branches
Lotus pods
Magnolia seed heads
Milkweed pods
Non-breakable ornaments
Pine Cones (Variety of sizes)
Ribbon
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ring. A 24 inch width mesh ribbon in chartreuse and gold flecks is added and tied in with floral 
wire.

Next add some interesting plant materials. Here I have added Magnolia leaves with its rusty 
velvet under leaf. Consider evergreens such as Berried Juniper, Pine or Cedar. Use floral wire to 
secure branches to your wreath. Be sure to wire materials tightly.



32          FLOWER SHOW flowers 

ho
lid

ay
 2

01
8

33 FLOWER SHOW flowers

ho
lid

ay
 2

01
8Here 2 very large Sugar Pine cones are placed near the top along with 4 Loblolly Pine cones. Se-

cure each pine cone as tightly as possible with floral wire. Glue will not secure your decorations 
adequately...So don’t turn on those glue guns just yet.

Now things are getting interesting. Add 6-7 artificial pears and 5-6 glitter covered artificial fern 
fronds. Again, be sure to wire each element for the stability of your wreath especially if it is to be 
placed outdoors and exposed to wind and the elements.



34          FLOWER SHOW flowers 

ho
lid

ay
 2

01
8

35 FLOWER SHOW flowers

ho
lid

ay
 2

01
8

Swags and
Garlands

We’re almost done. Pick a ribbon and make a bow. Wire it onto the wreath. Lastly I have added 
some small pine cones, decorative artificial gold pine cones and some lotus pods to the wreath. 
These too were all individually wired on. Only consider gluing small, lightweight items if you 
desire more.

Add some interest to a swag...add a big gold star with a bow. Think about some large pine cones 
natural or spray painted. Find the perfect ribbon for the perfect bow.
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porary design of the decorations on this 1774 fireplace mantel. 
This decorated garland draped over this tall chest of drawers, draws attention to this piece of 
furniture.
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41

An antique writing desk enjoys some festive touches with a garland as the base of the design. Close up of the writing desk.
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balls are added for the sparkle.
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Interior 
Floral 
Design
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added and a snowflake hags on the edge of the vase.
A simple copper vase is filled with fresh evergreens and accented with pine cones and painted 
foliage.
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behind a bowl of glass ornaments.
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Technique

1.  With your power drill and a 
small drill bit, drill 12-15 holes 
randomly into the top of your 
wooden block. For this de-
sign, the holes were drilled 
at a 90 degree angle to the 
block. Angled drills could cre-
ate interest for a different ef-
fect.
2. Bend your heavy gauge 
wires and place directly into 
the block into drilled holes. 
Be sure that you have a snug 
fit.
3. Spray paint the wood and 
the wires.
4. Securely attach flowers in 
water tubes to the wires us-
ing thin metallic wire.
5. Add Midellino balls.
6. Add water tubes to your 
flowers and attach onto the 
form. Incorporate your citrus 

Mid Century
                    Modern

Tools

	 Power Drill

Supplies

	 1 Block of wood 4”x4”x6” 
	 12-15 heavy gauge flat 
wires
	 Spray paint
	 Water tubes
	 Thin metallic wire
	 Midellino orbs

Plant Materials

	 4-5 Calla Lilies

FloralDesignSampler
Tools  •  Supplies  •  Suggested  Plant List  •   How  To  Techniques

MaryEllen O’Brien
Photos © MaryEllen O’Brien 2018

Design by: MaryEllen O’Brien
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iSave Dateie
th

Your Flower Show and Events Calendar
IT’S...SHOWTIME

February 21-24, 2019
Connecticut Flower & Garden Show 
2019
Connecticut Convention Center 
100 Columbus Blvd 
Hartford, CT 06103 
Hours:
Thursday: 10:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Friday: 10:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Saturday: 10:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.

March 2-10, 2019
PHS Philadelphia Flower Show, Flow-
er Power!
Pennsylvania Convention Center
12th & Arch Streets
Philadelphia, PA 19107
Saturday, March 2 - 
Sunday, March 10, 2019

March 13-17, 2019
Boston Flower Show-
The Beauty of Balance
Seaport World Trade Center
Boston, MA

April 25-28, 2019
Harrogate Spring Flower Show
featuring beautiful show gardens, 
great shopping, live entertainment 
and the biggest exhibition by flo-
rists and flower arrangers in the 
country.

May 21 - 25, 2019 
RHS Chelsea Flower Show
Be dazzled by colourful flowers, 
innovative garden designs and 
amazing horticultural exhibits at 
this prestigious flower show. And 
find out how else to soak up the 
atmosphere around Chelsea

June 5-9, 2019
RHS Chatsworth Flower Show
Chatsworth is home to the Duke 
and Duchess of Devonshire, and 
has been passed down through 16 
generations of the Cavendish 
family. It is a family home, a work-
ing farm and a living landscape.

US UK
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